WEL COME TO THE CHURCH OF ST. J OHN THE BARPT

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 7, 2010

Notes From Father Jon...

The Ground You Stand On Is Holy

The Readings this weekend invite us to reflect on our deeper relationship
with God.

I n the first

Exodus reading, God
bush but He also challenges him to
AfRemove your sandals for the ground
Moses about the role he will play in the salvation history of the Chosen People of

God. The experience of Moses in this reading informs us of what it means to be awestruck in the
presence of God. We are not paralyzed with fear. We are rather challenged to ponder the pres-

ence of God and seek out the way God works in our lives and in the lives of those we love.

In the Gospel, the gardener prunes and clips and fertilizes the fig tree so that it might bear
fruit. These actions, if viewed apart from anything else, might look very violent to the casual ob-
server. But in the loving, careful and respectful hands of the gardener, it becomes clear that the
plant is being nurtured and cared for.

Too often, when we encounter a person who either cares for us or is in need of caring, we
miss the reality that the encounter transcends ourselves. God gives us these opportunities to
give and receive His loving care -ithe opportunity to stand i
dals, for the ground you stand on is holy.o

In March we will continue to discuss the Sacraments of our Church with large and small group
sessions focused on the Eucharist.

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Wednesday March 24, beginning at
6:30pm. There will be 6 priests on hand to assist with this celebration. Priests will be available
until all are heard.
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Father Jon

i 10am Mass and Anointing of the Sick Set For Saturday, March 20

I On Saturday, March 20, there will be a Mass at 10am for the sick and followed by Anointing of the Sick.

I sacrament is designed to help with the healing of the body, soul, and spirit of people who are afflicted |
I physical, bodily ailments and also of people who are afflicted with illnesses whose principal causes are
I'physical. Mental and emotional anxieties, advancing age, and failing physical conditions are also reasons

' one should present themselves to receive this sacrameniOn the practical side, if you plan tdbe Anointed at
'this Mass, please sit at the end of the pew near the center aisle and preferably in every other paWhen Father comes
: down the center aisle, raise your hand to indicate that you wish to be anointed.

——-

\ Mass Intentions \
Monday, March 8, 2010 8:00am Mass at St. Genevieve
Tuesday March 9, 2010 8:00am Souls in Purgatory
Wednesday, March 10,2010 8:00am Mass at St. Genevieve
7:00pm For The Parish

Thursday, March 11, 2010 8:00am +Patrick Carr
Friday, March 12, 2010 8:00am Mass at St. Genevieve
Saturday, March 13, 2010 5:00pm For the Parish
Sunday, March 14, 2010 8:00am +lrene Leroux

10:30am +Clementine & Ernest O|i|'

Our Mission

The Church of St. John the Baptist is at
the center of worship and leadership in
the Hugo community. As a Christian com-
munity we invoke the Holy Spirit and ac-
cept the challenge to be instruments of
Christbés love and
Christian leadership, and to develop a
growing faith for our parish family.
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Physical Plant Improvements

After long consideration we will be making a few changes to our music area at the front of
the church. The need arises from the fact that the musicians cannot clearly see what is happen -
ing in the sanctuary. This can sometimes cause delays in the Mass itself, but more importantly,
this distraction makes it more difficult for the musicians to prayerfully engage in the cele -
bration.

The plan 8 which we hope to implement the weekend of Palm Sunday 0 is to move the
keyboard down from the raised platform and turn it 90 degrees
so that the accompanist faces north. This will allow the
accompanist to see the
activity at the ambo and
altar. This change will
also allow the other
musicians to move more
easily within their space
0 including turning to
face the action at the
ambo during the Liturgy
Current cramped music area of the Word.

This change will require

us to close off the entrance closest to the music area and

allow us to create additional storage space for music equipment by creating a closet out of the
existing archway.

New keyboard location.

We are also investigating new exterior doors for the church building with
a plan to have this work done this coming summer. The existing doors are
original to the 1940s rebuilding of the church after the fire. Newer doors
will improve our energy efficiency as well as building security. The final
date for this work is dependent on a final budget.

Stay tuned for more information.

Need A Prayer?

P'= Part of being a parish means people care about those in the parish community. Our greatest asset is our prayer
\Q power. Do not hesitate to call to be put on the prayer line if there is something going on your life: health strug-
gles job struggles, other needs. If someone is going to the hospital or ill, please call the parish office so we are
\ . aware of the needs among our members. 400+ prayers can make a difference! The Divine Mercy Prayer Group

. meets on Wednesdays in the church at 3pm.

Dondt Forget to Pray Today folr

Emma Phillips Darlene Anderson Sally Muellner Joy Zemke Anee Oui
Sarah Morris Arlene Jungmann Roger Gross Jr Eve Seelig a Briann
Rene Kinning Audrey McKelvey Ruth Ethier Gary Harvey Karen
Sheri Schoeller Mary Lou Houde Shawn Tester Bob Sisinni Adam
Lance Husfeldt Deborah Tavernier Brady Williams Mary Libhardt Ardeth
Walter & Eleanor Marier Nicole Rasmussen Ray & Frances Granger Audrey Southerland Ansnymou
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Planning Process Enters New Phase
Archdiocesan Strategic Planning Process

The Archdiocesan Planning Process has entered a new phase and your involvement remains valuable.

The Strategic Planning Task Force is now hearing planning proposals from priest deaneries. Task force
members will consider these proposals, along with the valuable input gathered at leadership, ministry
group and parishioner meetings last year, when formulating their recommendations to the Archbishop.
Please see the reverse side of this page for the Archdiocesan Planning Process timeline. You can find
out more about the planning process at http://planning.archspm.org/resources.html

Among the comments the Strategic Planning Task Force has heard from parishioners both at the meet-

ings and via the website, our dedicated voicemail line and letters:

* Parish culture and community are important factors to consider

* Evangelization and outreach, especially to young people and those who have left the Church, are
key

* There is a deep concern for the well-being of priests, with recognition that priests need more sup-
port

* The laity need to be engaged in any parish clustering, collaborations and mergers

» [Itisimportant to have transparent communication to and from the Archdiocese and within par-
ishes about all issues related to planning, including finances

As a means to address parishioner concerns about clear, accurate and consistent information regarding
parishes’ financial health, a new tool has been developed under the guidance of the Strategic Planning
Task Force called the Parish Annual Disclosure Form. In the coming weeks, each pastor will be sent this
disclosure form, which will be pre-populated with financial information about the parish(es) he leads.
Data on the form is based upon information each parish reported to the Archdiocese. Also included on
the form are the most recent annual baptism, marriage and funeral numbers for the parish, as well as
school enrollment information (if applicable).

Each parish must publish this Parish Annual Disclosure Form in one parish bulletin on the weekend of
April 10/11 or April 17/18 or April 24/25. From now on, publication of such disclosure forms will be
required annually.

Reclaiming The Culture of Marriage and Life i Focus on Christ
iUnderstanding the Cul t ur|ajlEachmegbeiopoyrgammyniyy has hegngiven a nail,
Monday, March 15, | Symbolic of the nails that pierced
7-9pm IChristés hands and
St. Peterods Churcl :nailwithyouasareminderofthe

I suffering Jesus Christ endured for
l'you. He suffered because of His

| great love, His passion, for you.
|

Forest Lake

Fr. Ralph Talbot, Dr. Teresa Collett

Sponsored by the Office for Marriage, Family and Life
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis I

I We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You,
I because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the Worlb.



